
Chapter 209A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 8, as appearing in the 1998 Official Edition,
and inserting in place thereof the following section:

Section 8. Upon the request of the plaintiff, the court shall
impound the plaintiff’s address by excluding same from the com-
plaint and from all other court documents which are available for
public inspection including any copy of a protection order issued
by another jurisdiction, and shall ensure that the address is kept
confidential from the defendant and defendant’s attorney.

The records of cases arising out of an action brought under the
provisions of this chapter where the plaintiff or defendant is a
minor shall be withheld from public inspection except by order of
the court; provided, that such records shall be open, at all reason-
able times, to the inspection of the minor, said minor’s parent,
guardian, attorney, and to plaintiff and the plaintiff’s attorney,
prosecutors, victim-witness advocates as defined in G.L. c. 258B,
section 1, domestic violence victim’s counselors as defined in G.L.
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c. 233, section 20K, sexual assault counselors as defined in G.L.
c. 233, section 20J, and law enforcement officers as necessary in
their performance of their duties, or any of them.

The portions of records of cases arising out of an action
brought by a plaintiff under the provisions of this chapter, which
consist of such plaintiff’s current residential address, former resi-
dential address, residential telephone number and workplace
name, address and telephone number, shall be kept confidential
from the defendant and defendant’s attorney and shall be withheld
from public inspection except by order of the court; provided,
however, that such portions of such records shall be accessible at
all reasonable times to inspection by the plaintiff, the plaintiff’s
attorney and to others specifically authorized by the plaintiff to
obtain such information; and prosecutors, victim-witness advo-
cates as defined in G.L. c. 258B, section 1, domestic violence vic-
tim’s counselors as defined in G.L. c. 233, section 20K, sexual
assault counselors as defined in G.L. c. 233, section 20J, and law
enforcement officers as necessary in their performance of their
duties. Such portion of the records shall not be deemed to be
public under the provisions of clause 26th of section 7 of
chapter 4. Upon request of the plaintiff, the court shall impound
the plaintiff’s current and former residential address, telephone
number and workplace name, address and telephone number con-
sistent with this section. 
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